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Reptiles of Hidalgo, Mexico. CONABIO, Mexico City, Mexico. 
763 pp.); however, reproduction and larval development may be 
extended until November. Although D. eximius is a species with 
a very marked annual reproductive pattern, there are factors 
that can affect larvae, such as changes in rainfall patterns 
and hydroperiod, pollution, predation, and microhabitat 
destruction. The availability of suitable sites for D. eximius to 
reproduce and develop has been decreasing every year (Piñon-
Flores et al. 2021. J. Nat. Cons. 64:1617–1318).

For the past eight years (2017–2025), the development of 
D. eximius larvae has been monitored in San José “El Vidrio”,
Municipality of Nicolas Romero, Estado de México, México
(19.6455°N, 99.3831°W; WGS 84; 2644 m elev.). Día de Muertos
festivities occur every year in the local cemetery, where D. 
eximius breeds (Osnaya-Becerril et al. 2022. Rev. Lat. Herpetol.
5:154–157), and D. eximius tadpoles develop in the containers or 
jars that are used as vases to decorate the site and subsequently 
accumulate rainwater (Fig. 1 A-C).

Once the Día de Muertos festivities are over, the flowers that 
were placed in the containers dry out or decay. This organic 
matter remains at the bottom of the containers until the rainy 
season begins, where, approximately one month after the first 
heavy rains, D. eximius returns to this site to reproduce and 
deposit eggs in the containers. Later, the tadpoles grow and 
develop by consuming this organic matter, the vegetation 
that may grow around them, and possibly microalgae. This 
event provides an opportunity for the species to survive in 
this locality, although D. eximius has been known to develop 
in temporary ponds in the same area (Tenorio-Mendoza et al. 
Herpetol. Rev. 55: 9–10).

Therefore, the use of these artificial shelters provides an 
opportunity for the larvae of D. eximius to complete their 
development. However, this also causes some individuals to 
prolong their development and be affected again with the Día 
de Muertos festivities, since people gather to alter the cemetery, 
by removing the grass, cleaning the containers, and placing new 
flowers, causing most of the remaining larvae to die. Therefore, 
it is important to involve the community in communicating the 
importance of the containers used by D. eximius tadpoles.
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ELEUTHERODACTYLUS PLANIROSTRIS (Greenhouse Frog). 
PREDATION. Eleutherodactylus planirostris is a small (1–2 cm), 
terrestrial, direct-developing frog native to Cuba, the Bahamas, 
and the Cayman Islands (Dugo-Cota et al. 2019. Ecol. Lett. 
22:884–893). The species was first recorded in Florida, USA, in 
1863 as a non-native species (Cope 1863. Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. 
Philadelphia. 15:43–54). Since its establishment, E. planiros-
tris has spread throughout Florida (Mularo 2023. J. Herpetol. 
57:381–389). Anolis cristatellus (Puerto Rican Crested Anole) is 
a small to medium-sized lizard (4–7 cm SVL) native to Puerto 
Rico and was introduced to Florida around 1975 (Schwartz 
and Thomas 1975. A checklist of West Indian amphibians and 
reptiles. Carnegie Museum of Natural History, Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania. 75 pp.). Anolis cristatellus is a generalist preda-
tor of arthropods and small vertebrates (Walker et al. 2019. 
Anolis Newsl. VII: 96–300), including conspecifics (Campbell 
et al. 2018. Herpetol. Rev. 49:27–28). Anolis cristatellus and E. 
planirostris are commonly found in sympatry in south Florida 
(Clements et al. 2025. Ecol. Evol. 15:e71556). Here, we describe 
a successful predation event on an E. planirostris by a female A. 
cristatellus in South Florida. 

At 1029 h on 4 July 2025, we observed an adult female A. 
cristatellus (ca. 38 mm SVL) consuming an E. planirostris ca. 
one meter from the ground on a tree trunk (Fig. 1A) at Fairchild 
Tropical Botanic Garden in Coral Gables, Florida (25.67679°N, 
80.27146°W; ca. 1 m elev.). The A. cristatellus was captured three 
hours later (1331 h), and a radiograph confirmed a successful 
predation event and full ingestion of the E. planirostris (Fig. 
1B). To our knowledge, this is the first recorded instance of 
predation on E. planirostris by A. cristatellus.
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EUPHLYCTIS ADOLFI (Adolf Skipper Frog). DIET. Euphlyctis 
adolfi is a common dicroglossid frog species distributed across 
South Asia and is known for its adaptation to both aquatic and 
semi-aquatic habitats. It is typically found in streams, river-
banks, marshes, paddy fields, and other wetland environments. 
In India, the species occurs widely across the North-Eastern 
states and the lower foothills of the Himalayas.

Here, we report the predation of an aquatic hemipteran, 
Ptilomera assamensis, by E. adolfi. An E. adolfi (36.1 mm total 
length), collected from a hill stream in Simoksongital village, 
South West Garo Hills District, Meghalaya, India (23.58234°N, 
90.08986°E; WGS 84; 41 m elev.), was deposited in the National 
Zoological Collection, Zoological Survey of India, Shillong 
(Reg. No. V/A/NERC/ZSI/1972). During preservation, two 
appendages of an aquatic hemipteran were noticed protruding 
from the mouth of the specimen (Fig. 1). Upon making an 
incision in the abdominal region, a large, undigested, and 
intact P. assamensis was recovered (Fig. 2). 

This observation provides new dietary information for 
E. adolfi, a species for which feeding habits have not been

Fig. 1. A) Anolis cristatellus consuming an Eleutherodactylus planiros-
tris; B) radiograph of the same individual, showing the skeleton of 
the consumed E. planirostris. 
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